
 
 

 
 

                                  Band and Orchestra information 
                                          (2008-2009 school year) 

 
If your child is interested in learning to play an instrument, band or orchestra is a great place to start.  

There is no experience needed to join band or orchestra.  Learning to play an instrument and belonging 
to the school music program opens up a whole new world of friendship and fun. 

 
Music performance provides a great foundation for your child in all aspects of life.  In addition to 

music, students learn self-discipline, group cooperation, problem solving, goal setting, self-expression, 
memory skills, concentration, poise, enhanced physical coordination (fine motor skills), high self-

esteem, and the importance of teamwork - skills in great demand in almost every aspect of life.  Like all 
the arts, music has a profound effect on the academic success of students as well. 

 
There is no fee to join band or orchestra.  However, there is a fee for instrument rental. You may rent 
by going to a music store or wait until August when we have rental nights.  You may call one of the 
stores over the summer and get it set up.  For band we use Music and Arts rental and for orchestra, 
Music Hutt.  These companies have good instruments and rent to own policies.  I suggest renting 

instead of purchasing your instrument in case your child would like to change instruments after the first 
year or for the insurance benefits. 

 
Playing an instrument is a year long commitment. You will be signing a contract at band/orchestra 

night that states you will commit to a year, and you will practice your instrument at least 15 minutes 
every night.  Grades are reported for band or orchestra, which is why  

you must commit to one year. 
 

Instrument Rental Night: 
There will be a rental night on August 19th at Iron Horse Ele. 

If you miss this rental night, call or e-mail me and  
I will get you the information you need to rent. 

If cost is an issue, I will try to find an instrument for a lower cost. 
 

Classes will begin the week of August 25th. 
 

Orchestra classes:      Band classes: 
(violin, viola, cello, and bass)    (woodwinds, brass, and percussion) 

Beginning Orchestra Ð     Beginning band Ð Monday and Wednesday 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday    7:30 Ð 8:20 AM 

3:15 Ð 4:00    Advanced Band - Tuesday and Thursday  
Advanced Orchestra Ð      7:30 Ð 8:20 AM 

Tuesday and Thursday   Percussion and sectional classes - Fridays  
3:15 Ð 4:00     7:30 Ð 8:20 AM 

  
There will be some sectional and individual practices (work with like instruments) at 2:30 on each day.    

We will also start the year with some sectionals.  You will be informed when those sectionals will 
begin and who will be involved.  We had a great year last year and expect to have a great year this year.   

Hope to see you all soon. 
 

For questions please call or e-mail Mr. Paetsch at 303-699-8947, 
Christian.Paetsch@dcsdk12.org or cfpaetsch@aol.com  


