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Principal’s Points..........

In thisissue of The Chronicle you will find an article about the budget for Douglas County Schools.
Increased operating costs, fewer new students than projected, and the Colorado State Finance Act are
combining to present a unigque challenge for our school district at thistime.

Asyou will read, we will be looking at reductions and belt-tightening over the next few years. This
isasituation that is not new for the district. In the past, it has been possible to keep most cuts away
from classroom operations. This time around we may see some impact right here where we live.

Until | can get an accurate idea of whether and how much Coyote Creek@ budget will be affected, |
feel the need to not make major budget decisions right now. | do have enough information to
formulate several scenarios so that when things firm up | won® have to start from scratchN | will
only have to refine the work | Qe already done so we can move forward quickly.

| encourage you to keep watch for further information about the district budget. Watch the district@
website (www.dcsdk12.0rg), The Chronicle, and |C messages for additional information as the
weeks go by.

Superintendent Jim Christensen has one remaining community meeting on April 3 from 6:30 to 8:30
at the Miller Library in Castle Rock. | have heard feedback from parents who have attended previous
meetings, and they have been impressed with the quality of Jim@ information and his willingness to
listen to the community. Thiswould be an excellent opportunity to see and hear our district® |eader
AND get valuable, up to date information.

Another opportunity for information about the budget and other topics of interest here at Coyote
Creek isthe series of Neighborhood Coffees that have begun again. We meet at Tattered Cover (in
the History section, at the back of the store directly ahead after entering) from 6:30 to 8:30. Come
early and stop by their coffee shop; you are free to have coffee and any muffins, doughnuts, etc. with
you in our meeting area. These are the scheduled dates through April:

Tuesday, March 25

Monday, April 14

Thursday, April 17

Tuesday, April 22

These are exciting and challenging times in our district, and in our school. | believe that an informed
parent community is essential for maximizing our ability to serve our students. Please take
advantage of these opportunities and, as always, please feel freeto call, email, or actually talk in
person with me regarding any questions about things you have heard. |®n eager to have these

conversations! J
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and become confident and responsible citizens.

Coyote Creek isdedicated to apartnership between community and school which promotes academic excellence and fostersthe
development of strong morasand vaue. Within an accepting and supportive environment, our childrenwill develop their diverse abilities
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Parerts and staff are encouragedto submit items for this
column celebrating studernt achievamert in the
community.

Field Trips

April 2 1C&D Denver Mint

April 17th 1"A&D Mizel Center
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PARENT PORTAL

If you have not yet enrolled in Parent Portal, you
may want to add this task to your OfoDoOL ist.
Thiswill give you the capability of viewing your
child@ attendance recordsonline. It will also give
you the oppotunity to designae how you receive
messages from the school when we send out
messages throughInfinite Campus These
messages are sent to al parents who have provided
ther email addressto the school. If youare not
receiving these messages and want to receive them,
please call the school office (303-387-6179 to
make sure we have your email address.
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INFORMATION BOARD

Thisisa current listing of all items thatcan be
foundon our Information Board, which islocated
jus outsidetheMusc Room Thelisting we are
provdingwill give all parents an oppottunity to see
whatis available, andthey can hawe thear student
pick up any of theitems fromthemain office, or
parents can call our office to CorderOitems that
can then be sent hone with thar student.

Young Champions Martia Arts
TRHS Girls Basketbdl Summer Camp
TRHS Boys Basketbdl Camp
Cubscouting
April Lunch Menu

L og and Found

Many of our Girl Scouttroopsvolunteer monthly
to sort thelog and found If anitem islabded with
astudent® name, theitem is returned to them when
the piles are sorted. But please don®wait! Our lost
and foundislocated by the cafeteriadoors. Please

check to seeif oneor two of themany itemswe
have bdongsto you! Please contact Genene Moore

at 303-683-8128if you don®see youritem.
Girl Scout Troop 1454will sort on March 24",



DISTRICT ADJUSTSBUDGET
PROJECTIONS

School districts face some of the same economic
impacts on budges as other local organizationsand
bugnesses. Dueto those economic pressures,
Douglas County School District will adjug its
opeaating budge modd projectionsfor the2008
2009school year and future years. An estimated
$21million of DCSD@ $430million budge will be
reduced for the next budge year (roughly 5 percent
of the General Fundbudge). Factors like dower
student growth and alower-than-expected
Consumer Price Index (inflationrate) are the
primary reasonsfor the adjusments. Changesin the
local econony have impacted projectionsfor the
numbers of students movinginto theDistrict, both
currently and in thefuture. Indead of an estimated
2,700new studentsin the projection modd for the
20072008school year, DCSD enrolled 2,329 new
students D371 1ess than expected. In 20082009
school year, the Didtrict is expected to grow by
2,381 new students B319less than the 2,700
projected. The combined impact of thereduced
student projectionis arevenueredudion of more
than $45 million ove these two years. Beyondthe
20082009school year, DCSD will adjud its
student enrollment projectionsto 2,000 new
students annudly. This projection modd adjusgment
means 700fewer students each year for budge
years 20092012, resulting in an additiond revenue
impact of greater than $4.5 million each school
year.

The CPI will beadjusgted for next year@ budge
projection from 3.6 percent to 2.2 percent. Utility
cogs, health cogs and othe opeaationd cods are
up.DCSD buses drive more than four times arourd
theworld each five-day week, trangorting students.
In the2007#2008school year, DCSD anticipaes
spending $2.3 million on busfud, whichisan
obviouschdlengefor thefuture budges.

The state@® School Finance Act is a condant
chdlengeto District budgés because fundingis
insufficient to keep up with escalating cods. Of all
theschool districts in the Denver metropditan area,
DCSD receivesthelowest level of funding per
student. For these reasons the District has

historically asked votersfor thear finanda suppot
to maintain oneof the highest performing districts
in the state.

Redudionsof opeaationd expenses are cyclical and
common. In 2002,DCSD completed an $8.8 million
redudion, and another $10millionredudionwas
averted only with the successful passage of an
ovearideelectionin 2003.Theelection was passed
by jug over 1,600votes, providing $17millionto
maintain DCSD@® opeaationd budge. In 2006
voters suppoted a$5 millionoveridefor
enhancements to literacy and world languaye, and
provided additiond money for schools on a pe-
student basis. The 2006fundswere nottagged for
bdandng the District@ budge. Board of Education
Policy requires DCSD to maintain 5 percent of total
program fundngin reserve (which is 2 percent over
and abovethe state required amouny.

In order to maintain this level of Fund Balance,
redudionsare necessary. Theredudion will result
primarily in thesowdown in expanson of new and
existing programs, and will cause some bdt-
tightening across the system.

Newsline Digest

PRESCRIPTION AND OTC DRUGS: TALK
TO YOUR KIDS

1t@ been a news topic for a few weeks now.
Prescription (Rx) and over-the counter (OTC) drug
abuse, often called phaming,Ois agrowing
naiond trend, especialy amongteens Studes
showtha nationdly, three percent of kidsage 12to
17 are abusng prescriptiondrugs and more teens
abuse prescription drugsthan any illicit street drug
except marijuana District administrators, teachers,
counglors and health professionds agree that
raising awareness aboutthisissueisthefirst step
toward combating it.

While all kidsin grades 7 and 8 are required to take
health classes where thetopic of drug use and othe
risky behaviorsis discussed, research shows tha
parenta disapprovd isoneof themog powerful
ways to influence teens When parentstalk, kids
listen. However, surveys of teensshow tha parents



are not discussing thedange's of Rx and OTC drugs
with them.

TheNationd Y outh Anti-Drug Media Campagn
offersthese suggestions

-Safeguad all drugsat home. Monitor quantities
and control access.

-Set clear rulesfor teensaboutall drug use,
induding not sharing medicine and aways
following the medica provider& advice and
dosages.

-Be agoodrole modd by following these same
rules with your own medicines.

-Propely conceal and dispo<e of old or unusd
medicinesin thetrash. Mix them with an
undesirable subgance (like used coffee groundsor
kitty litter) and putthemixturein an empty can or
bag. Unlessthedirectionssay othewise, do NOT
flush medicationsdown thedrain or toilet because
the chemicals can pollute thewater supply. Also,
remove any persond, identifiable information from
prescription bottles or pill packages before you
throw them away.

-Ask friendsand family, particularly grandpaents,
to safeguad ther prescription drugs
-Anyonebinduding parents Bcan call Safe2Tell
(1-877-542-SAFE) if they sugect drug abuse or
other disturbing behavior. It isaways an
anonynouscall.

For more information, visit
www.TheAntiDrug.com.

PERMANENT MAIL-IN BALLOT NOW
AVAILABLE FOR COUNTY

Douglas County voters can now pemanently sign
up for Mail-In Ballots. The Douglas County Clerk
and Recorder® office is taking applicationsthrough
Junel, 2008.

Previousto 2008 voters had to apply each year to
receive aMail-In Ballot. Once you are signed upto
receive Permanent Mail-In Ballots, all election
materials, induding your official bdlot, will
automatically be mailed to you for each election.
Theform can bedownloaded and completed by
visiting www.douglbsvotes.com For more
information, contact the Douglas County Clerk and
RecorderB office at 3036607444,access
www.doughbsvotes.com, or fax your form to
3036883067 In order to ensure your Mail-In
Ballot is processed for the 2008Election, please
return applicationsby Junel, 2008

ANNUAL PARENT EVENT SCHEDULED

On April 19, DCSD will hog its 3rd annud
Families and Schools: Active Partners Parent
Forum. Theeventwill behdd at Chgparal High
Schoolfrom8 am. until 12 noon

This year® keynote speaker, Jonathan Moongy, isa
dydexic writer and activist wholearned to read at
age12. Moong graduaed from Brown University
with an honoss degree, andis founde and President
of amentoring and advocacy organization for
students with learning differences.

Resource tables with information on DCSD
services, Douglas County Special Education
Advisory Counal, enrichment oppotunities for
highly able/gifted learners, and more will be
available. Go to www.dcsdk12org, and click on
Learning Services. Look for upcoming eventsfor
more info



CoyateConmunicions
SAC

The School Advisory Council for Coyote Creek meets on the third Monday of every month, with the exception of December,
June, and July. Current members of the Coyote Creek SAC are:

Voting Members: Non-voting Members:
Michael Risdon(Charperson) Kellie Hellman
Eileen Boyd (Vice-Chair) Cindy Howery
LisaKounter Kristi Montagriff (Asst. Prindpd
SuzanneRobinson (Teacher) Kit Orlowski (BRT)

James Long (Community Member)
Jan Dow (Prindpd)

Often parents have questions and wonder about rumors they@e heard about the school. To share these quandaries with
Principal Jan Dow, please email her at jan.dow@dcsdk12.org or complete the form below. Please include your name and
number(s) so Ms. Dow can respond personally.

Dea Ms. Dow,

S ncerely, Phone number(s):




