COYOTE CREEK CHRONICL

Coyote Creek — where tomorrow’s leaders are today’s learners

Coyote Creek Elementary August 31, 2006
2681 Baneberry Ct. Vol. 12 No. 3
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129 303-387-6175
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Principal’s Points...........

We have received the results from last spring's CSAP testing, and we are now
analyzing those results.

Part of that analysis is the comparison of scores from one year to the next;
there are two main ways that we look at these comparisons. One way is to
compare, for example, fifth grade scores from year to year. While that gives
us valuable information, it's like comparing apples and oranges: it's a
comparison of different groups of students from year to year. Another way to
compare is to look at the same group of students from year to year, as they
progress through the grades. We call this "longitudinal” comparison, and we
really look at these numbers because they can show us if a group of students is
showing continuous progress as they move from grade to grade. You can find
our current longitudinal data inside this issue of The Chronicle.

Coyote Creek continues to score well. However, we believe that we can always
get better. Our philosophy in regard to CSAP (or any other assessment) is
that, while it is an important part of our reality, it does not serve as the
"driver” behind the way we do business. We do not believe in “teaching to the
test" just so we can score high. We believe it is not fair to our students to
push for higher scores or ratings by the state for the sake of looking better.
We believe that continuously improving instruction, based on research and
established Best Practice, will result in authentically higher scores.

So we are now taking the data from CSAP and joining it with the results of our
Standards checks from the end of last year to develop our 2006-07 School
Improvement goals and strategies. Watch for this information in our Annual
Report, which is sent to parents with the State Accountability Report.

We are looking forward to the insights we will find in these CSAP results, and
tackling them head on. It's always a challenge to provide top-notch instruction,
but our staff is dedicated to meeting that challenge, even though it changes in
some ways from year to year. And we always appreciate the support our
parents provide for their children - that support is a huge contributor to the
high rate of learning we see in our students every day. Thank you, thank you,
thank you!
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Coyote Creek is dedicated to a partnership between community and school which promotes academic ‘
excellence and fosters the develonment of strong morals and values. Within an accentine and sunnortive



Parents and staff are encouraged to submit items for this

column celebrating student achievement in

/

community.

-

INFORMATION BOARD

This is a current listing of all items that can be found on our
Information Board, which is located just outside the Music
Room. The listing we are providing will give all parents an
opportunity to see what is available, and they can have their
student pick up any of the items from the main office, or
parents can call our office to “order” items that can then be
sent home with their student.

Bonfils Blood Center
Child Health Plan of Colorado
Curiosity Club Kindergarten Enrichment
Douglas County Schools 2006 Annual Report
Girl Scout Roundup
Kidstage
Vertical Sports Flyer/Coupon

Field Trips

August 31 6 ABC Denver Zoo

September 7 4 BCD H.R. Mansion

October 4 6 CD CO School of
Mines

November 16 1A Jack & the
Beanstalk

December 4 1BCD Miss Nelson Takes
a Field Day
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District Newsline

BOARD APPROVES BOND AND BUDGET
QUESTIONS FOR NOVEMBER 2006

Resolutions include $200 million for new schools and
remodels/additions; $5 million override

After months of careful consideration, the Douglas County School
District Board of Education decided Tuesday on a $200 million bond
and $5 million override package for the upcoming November
election. The Board voted 5-1 in favor of the bond and override
questions for the ballot.

If approved by Douglas County voters, the $200 million bond would
pay to build six new elementary schools, one middle school, two

career/technical facilities, and to remodel and renovate eight existing
facilities, a portion of a new stadium and other capital improvements.

The $5 million override, if approved, would fund academic programs
including reading recovery at the elementary level, world languages
and online learning. Board members voted to send a portion of the
override dollars to charter schools, based on the percentage of full-
time students.

Additionally, $60 per student would be distributed to schools,
including charters, on the condition they maintain a functioning
School Advisory Council according to State Statute, with the balance
to be used for educational programs that further the Board’s vision
and goals.

The following are excerpts from the resolution adopted by the Board:

Bond question:

Shall Douglas County School District, Number Re.1 debt be
increased $200,000,000, with a repayment cost of $362,762,000 and
shall district taxes be increased $18,404,000 annually for the purpose
of providing schools and classrooms throughout the community and
to reduce reliance on portable trailers, which may include but is not
limited to the following:

6 New elementary schools;

1 New middle school;

2 New career technical regional facilities;

Remodeling/renovating 6 elementary schools, 1 middle school, and 1
high school;

Acquiring, constructing, purchasing, enlarging, improving,
remodeling, repairing and making additions to school buildings,
acquiring real property, and equipping or furnishing school buildings.

Override Question:

Shall Douglas County School District, Number Re.1 taxes be
increased $5 million in fiscal year 2006-07 and annually thereafter
(the maximum amount which may be collected in any year above the
2006 collections), to promote high student achievement, address
growing student enrollment and other educational purposes,
including, but not limited to:

A reading skills and literacy program for young students;

Offering a world language program to introduce foreign language in
elementary school;

Hiring new teachers to staff new schools;

Allocating additional money to schools;

Increasing on-line learning programs for students.



PARENT UNIVERISTY

FALL SCHEDULE
2006

September 2006
Back Pack Nightmare
Fox Creek Elementary

Love and Logic, ages 5-10
Cherokee Trail Elementary
Parents Guide to the M.S.
Mountain Ridge M.S.

The Sport of Sport Parenting
Fox Creek Elementary
Family Empowerment
Mountain Ridge M.S.

October 2006

Love and Logic, ages 10+
Mountain Ridge M.S.
Parenting the Difficult Child
Timber Trail Elementary
License to Survive

To Be Announced

Parenting Gifted Children
Northridge Elementary
English as a Second Language
To Be Announced

Love and Logic, ages 5-10
Rock Canyon H. S.

November 2006
Prepare to Save a Life!
Redstone Elementary
My Space.HELP!
Cresthill M.S.

Love and Logic, Toddler
Acres Green Elementary
License to Survive

To Be Announced

Parenting Gifted Children
Castle Rock Elementary
You’re Mad as Heck
Eagle Ridge Elementary

December 2006

8 Steps to a Winning Family
Saddle Ranch Elementary
Parenting Gifted Children
Pine Grove Elementary

The “Could Do”, But “Will
Mountain Ridge M.S.

Start Date
September 6
$10/Person - $15/Couple

September 11
$40/Person - $50/Couple
September 12
$10/Person - $15/Couple
September 12
$10/Person - $15/Couple
September 28
$50/Family

October 4

$40/Person - $50/Couple
October 4

$25/Person - $30/Couple
TBA

FREE

October 16
$10/Person - $15/Couple
October 30
$40/Person - $50/Couple
October 30
$40/Person - $50/Couple

November 2

$11/Person

November 6

$10/Person - $15/Couple
November 6

$40/Person - $50/Couple
TBA

FREE

November 13
$10/Person - $15/Couple
November 16
$10/Person - $15/Couple

December 4
$10/Person - $15/Couple
December 4
$10/Person - $15/Couple
December 5
$15/Person - $20/Couple

How to Register

By Mail

¥

By Fax

¥

Send the registration form, along with a check
payable to Douglas County School District or your
credit card number and expiration date.

DO NOT SEND CASH. Mail to: Douglas County
School District, Attn: Debby Novotny, 620 Wilcox
Street, Castle Rock, CO 80104.

For credit card registrations only, complete the
registration form and fax to 303-387-0107.

By Phone

¥

Call 303-387-0129 Monday—

Friday, 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. to

register by telephone. Leave a message if necessary
and we will return your call as soon as possible. You
may pay over the telephone by credit card.

In Person

¥

Visit our office Monday — Friday, 8:00 a.m. — 4:00
p.m. at 620 Wilcox Street, Castle Rock. Leave your
registration, paid with a check, exact amount of cash,
or credit card information, at the front desk.

Questions?
For more information, call Debby Novotny
at 303-387-0128 or Alyse Bradley at 303-387-0129

SAEETY SQUARE

*For the safety of your children, please remember
that students are not to be on school grounds until
8:20 a.m. Supervision begins at that time so,
therefore, students arriving before that time will not
be supervised.

*Another safety reminder: wheeled items are not to
be used on school grounds; this includes students,
younger siblings and adults.




Coyote Communications

SAC

The School Advisory Council for Coyote Creek meets on

the third Monday of every month, with the exception of Other Voting Members Lisa Kounter
December, June, and July. Current members of the Coyote

Creek SAC are: Kathy Mallory
Chairperson To be determined Mike Gilchrist
Vice-Chair To be determined Colleen Thomspon
Recorder To be Kim Adair
determined Laura Richards
PTA Liason To be determined Nonvoting Members Kristi Montagriff
DAC To be determined Kit Orlowski

DAC To be determined

Leadership Team Lost & Found

Principal Jan Dow Check our Lost and Found barrels near door #4
(by the

Asst. Principal Kristi Montagriff cafeteria). There are many lunch boxes, coats and
jackets to

Bldg. Resource Teacher Kit Orlowski be found there.

Often parents have questions and wonder about rumors they’ve heard about the school. To share these quandaries with
Principal Jan Dow, please email her at jan.dow(@dcsdk12.org or complete the form below. Please include your name and
number(s) so Ms. Dow can respond personally.

Dear Ms. Dow,

Sincerely, Phone number(s):










